ST. PAUL LUTHERAN COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL

PRESCHOOL PHILOSOPHY

St. Paul Lutheran Preschool is a ministry of St. Paul Lutheran Church to families with
young children. We believe that young children benefit from an environment in which they
have significant interaction with Christian adults as models and helpers in leading a Christian
life. The preschool is committed to providing a learning program relevant to each child’s
spiritual, intellectual, physical, emotional and social needs. The curriculum is Christ-
centered in its approach to teaching socialization, developmental and academic readiness
skills, concepts and values. The members of the staff are committed to providing an
atmosphere of personal warmth and supportive love, which stems from a love of our Lord
and a love for the children.

St. Paul Lutheran Preschool provides its care for children in order to care for families.
We encourage parents to be faithful in the use of God’s Word and faithful in attendance at
services in God’s house. Children of families who are not members of St. Paul Lutheran
Church are encouraged toward active membership in their own Christian churches, or, if they
are not active members of a local church, they are welcome in our midst. The pastoral staff
of the congregation is willing to answer any inquiries parents may have concerning the
congregation.

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength. These commandments that | give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress
them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the
road, when you lie down and when you get up.” Deuteronomy 6:5-7.

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old,
he will not depart from it.”

Proverbs 22:6.



PLAY IS THE CHILD’S WAY OF LEARNING

When you ask your child what he did in preschool, does he say “just played”?
That is a very good answer, because play is a child’s way of learning. What your child
probably cannot explain to you is what was learned through play. Your child is learning to
have a comfortable and happy time away from home, and that the teachers will be helping
him try out new things. Your child is learning to do things his own way, as long as this is not
harmful or does not interfere with the rights of others.

Your child is learning that toys and play materials at school are for all the children, and
that it is fun to share and take turns. Your child is learning that there are new stories, new
words, new songs, new experiences, and new friends to enjoy. Your child is learning that it is
more fun to use imagination in gluing, cutting, coloring, and painting than to try to cut, paint,
or color pictures that someone else has made. If parents and teachers realize that the best
preparation for school is to provide the preschooler with opportunities to live and learn as a
preschooler, this will be a very important year in your child’s life.

CURRICULUM

Our program centers on providing a Christian environment for the overall growth and
development of the preschool child. Productive play is our method of learning at St. Paul.
Through play, our teachers create situations in which the children can learn and develop the
skills necessary for academic success. The learning situations encourage the children to
observe, discover, create, predict, imagine and construct ideas based on their own meaningful
activity. Our program provides a daily “Jesus time”, free play center time, stories, music,
show-&-tell, snacks, art, and fieldtrips. Weekly themes are focused on letters. Letter
recognition, beginning sound, and letter formation are practiced each week through activities,
art projects, books, games and worksheets. A new Color, Shape and Nursery Rhyme are
focused on each month.

Besides group activities, the children also work in the Centers. Centers are changed
periodically to stimulate student needs and interests. Types of centers include: Books,
Music/Listening, Art, Coloring, Puzzles, Math, Science, Blocks, Housekeeping, a music
center, a computer center, a cut-and-glue center, and any other type of center the teacher my
find interesting and that will provide meaningful learning experiences.



SCHOOL CALENDAR

The preschool and the school will be following the same calendar whenever there are
full days of school. If there are adverse weather conditions, watch for St. Paul Lutheran
School to be listed in school closings on KQTV. The preschool is listed under the school in
weather announcements. Please also listen for these cancellations on KKJO radio. If for any
other reason the preschool is not in session, you will be notified by phone. We do not cancel
school because St. Joseph public school does.

SESSIONS

Pre-Kindergarten children
Morning Session: 8:45 — 11:30 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Afternoon Session: 12:30 — 3:15 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday

Three — Year - Old Children
Morning Session: 8:45 — 11:30 a.m. Tuesday and Thursday

Children should arrive between 8:30 — 8:45 for the morning class and between 12:20 —
12:30 NO EARLIER PLEASE! This allows the teacher to be prepared for the day. Do
arrive on time so our day can begin promptly. Late arrivals are a distraction. If special
consideration needs to be made, please consult with the teacher. We are very understanding
to extenuating circumstances. Please use the west entrance of the building.

Children must be picked up PROMPTLY no later than 11:30 a.m. or 3:15 p.m. Please
remember children get very distressed when they are picked up late. There will be late fee of
$5.00 per 5 minutes past the time.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES

The school will provide most of supplies. There may be a supply list that will be sent
home at open house. There may be special projects throughout the year when we ask you to
supply specific items. Your child needs to bring a school bag or backpack every day. It
should be checked daily by the parent for important work and information. Please place your
child’s name prominently on the outside of the bag so it can be easily seen.



NON-DISCRIMINATORY POLICY

St. Paul Lutheran Preschool admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin
to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to
students at the preschool. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, and
national or ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admission policies, and
other school-administered programs.

TUITION

Tuition is due the first of each month, September through May. Please be prompt with
your payment. Tuition is prorated for the entire year and takes into account that some months
are shorter or longer. Non-payment of tuition can result in dismissal. All tuition must be
paid in the school office. Checks should be made payable to St. Paul Lutheran Childcare
(SPLCC).

ETCS

Parents are encouraged to become involved in the Families and Teachers of
Christian Students organization. Meetings are led by the FTCS officers. Dues for FTCS
are $10.00 per year for each family. The FTCS leads our fundraising efforts by helping the
children sell Red Wheel products in the fall and organizing the School Carnival during
Lutheran Schools Week in March.

The main goal of FTCS is to foster a close relationship between the home and school
through cooperation between parents and teachers. Parents are encouraged to join
committees and become officers in the organization.

AUTHORIZATION TO PICK UP CHILD

We must have written permission from the parent for any person other than the parent to pick
up your child. This includes carpooling, babysitters, grandparents, etc. \Whenever someone
other than those indicated on the authorization form picks up your child, we will ask you to
put this in writing and require a picture ID from that person.



ABSENCES

Please notify the teacher by calling the office (279-1118) if your child is to be absent.
We are concerned and will pray for your child. It is especially important to inform us if the
child has a communicable disease, as the other parents will need to be notified.

SNACKS

The schedule for snacks will appear on the calendar and newsletter. Parents will be
asked to provide a healthy snack and milk several times a year.

BIRTHDAYS

On or near your child’s birthday we will sing the birthday song and your child will
receive a card and a small gift from the teacher. Snack schedules do not coordinate with
birthdays, so if you wish, you may bring a treat or a treat bag to send home. Summer
birthdays will be celebrated during the month your child becomes 1/2 year older.

FIELDTRIPS

If for any reason a child cannot go on an outing, he/she is to be kept home. Please
inform the teacher if your child cannot attend. This allows the class to promptly leave for
their destination without waiting on children who are not planning to attend the event.
Parents are welcome on fieldtrips. Children under four years of age must be in a car seat, so
please plan to have your child’s seat available on days of the fieldtrip. Many locations can
only accommodate the class. This is your special time with your child attending preschool,
therefore the school board has set a policy stating that siblings may not attend. Students who
ride the bus to a fieldtrip must return to school on the bus.

NEWSLETTERS/CALENDARS

Each month, your child will bring home a newsletter/calendar telling about the
upcoming events, announcements, and snack schedule. Please take time to read the
calendar/newsletter with your child. This allows your child to participate in planned
activities.



CLOTHING

Informal attire is encouraged. Neatness is not a preschool virtue! Many of our
activities may ruin a special outfit. Please label outer clothing (coats, boot, etc.) Please send
your child in clothing that can be easily fastened. We do discourage cowboy boots, sandals
and flip flops. The children have difficulty with this type of footwear on a regular basis.

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES

A conference will be available in the spring to discuss your child’s progress. The
teacher will be willing to meet with you at other times upon request.

DISCIPLINE

St. Paul Lutheran Preschool strives to provide an atmosphere of consistency and
stability for the children. Each child is encouraged to do his/her best. Positive reinforcement
is used to help the child build self-confidence and respect for others. AT NO TIME WILL
CORPORAL PUNISHMENT BE USED. When discipline is necessary, the following steps
will be used:

The child will:

-be encouraged to settle disputes by verbally expressing emotions.

-be reminded of the rules of the room in a positive manner.

-have the situation explained (After you pick up the blocks, you may play with
the puzzle.)

-be given a choice. (Keep the water in the water table or you will have to

pick a different area.)

-be told to sit quietly to gain composure.

-be taken to the principal’s office if the behavior is repeated.

If a child is endangering the safety of another child, he or she will have the situation
explained with emotions expressed. (He was really scared; that hurt him.) and asked to sit
quietly.

If a child’s behavior or actions are continually disrupting the normal activities of the
classroom or if a child continually endangers his peers, removal from the preschool may be
necessary if no other viable solution is found.



PARENTS ARE WELCOME

Parents are welcome to come unannounced to reassure themselves of the quality of
care being given to their child.

QUESTIONS AND PROBLEMS

St. Paul Lutheran Preschool anticipates a positive relationship with each family. If you
have any questions about activities at the preschool, please contact your child’s teacher or the
principal to discuss it with them.

PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS

During Lent or Advent, the children present a small program during the worship
service at St. Paul to share the children’s gifts with the congregation. Please plan to attend
this worship service. If you cannot attend, please notify the teacher prior to the event.

HALLOWEEN

Even though children today do not threaten mischief when they say “trick or treat”, we
recognize the fact that certain practices and traditions have pagan or superstitious
connections. We realize that Halloween will not go away and can be a harmless celebration.
We have chosen not to have a Halloween party as such, but will instead have a day in which
the children can dress in non-violent costumes. Please make sure treat bags and treats have
no ghosts, goblins, witches or violent characters.



HEALTH & SAFETY

Each child, before beginning the program, must have a complete physical. Preschool
children must have the form filled out and signed by a doctor. Each child must have a current
immunization form on file upon enrollment. If the child is exempt from any immunization,
there must be on file a letter from the child’s doctor or a parent or guardian stating why the
child cannot be immunized.

All families must complete a family medical history, indicating allergies, medications,
prolonged illnesses, etc. We will administer no medication without proper authorization by
the parent or guardian. A medication authorization form must be completed before any
medication will be administered.

The safety and well being of you child is of the utmost importance. We are required by
law to report any neglect or abuse that is observed or suspected.

ILLNESS OR ACCIDENTS

If your child becomes ill or is involved in any kind of accident where health care other
than minor first aid is needed, we will attempt to contact you, using your emergency number.
If we still are unable to reach anyone, the preschool will take responsibility for getting
medical attention for the child. If it is necessary for the child to go to the hospital, public
transportation (i.e., an ambulance) will be used to transport your child. All expenses incurred
due to the accident or injury will be the responsibility of the parent or guardian. Each
accident or injury will be documented, explaining what happened, action taken, and
witnessed and signed by attending childcare workers.

CONTAGION

When we become aware of a contagion (head lice, impetigo, ringworm, pink eye,
pinworms, etc). Parents will be notified immediately to retrieve their child and will also be
informed of treatment for the contagion. The child must be doctor medicated and treatment
documented before the child will be allowed to return to the preschool.



EMERGENCY DISMISSAL

If, for any reason, the preschool must be dismissed early, parents will be notified as
soon as possible. Parents may be required to find alternative care for their child for the
remainder of the day.



